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the waters, taken at a local level and in 
the organisations’ own operations. These 
measures exceed the minimum legal re-
quirements and the organisations’ core op-
erations. 

The Cities of Helsinki and Turku offer the 
network members the opportunity to share 
best practices, learn about new operating 
models, and build bridges between different 
operating cultures. Each member brings its 
own expertise and power to the network, 
and strengthens us together.  The network 
is a tool that they can utilize and it can sup-
port their work and search for partners.

Today the Baltic Sea Challenge network is 
made up of about 210 organisations around 

THE BALTIC SEA CHALLENGE IS NOW EIGHT 
YEARS OLD. IT IS TIME TO LOOK BACK, FO-
CUS OUR EFFORTS AND TAKE OUR COMMIT-
MENT TO ANOTHER LEVEL. IN THE BEGIN-
NING OF 2014 THE CITIES OF HELSINKI AND 
TURKU RENEWED THEIR JOINT BALTIC SEA 
ACTION PLAN FOR THE COMING FIVE YEARS.  
WITH THIS NEW ACTION PLAN, THE CITIES 
UNDERTAKE TO CONTINUE THEIR WORK 
FOR THE COASTAL WATERS AND THE EN-
TIRE BALTIC SEA IN 2014–2018.

As a form of activity, the Baltic Sea Chal-
lenge is still unique. Its heart is formed by 
its members’ concrete actions to protect 

the Baltic Sea Region. Many new organisa-
tions have joined our network during the 
past year, and many of those members that 
have joined earlier are updating their com-
mitments and Action Plans. 

In this Newsletter we wish to give you 
a chance to get to know some of our BSC 
members and their work for the Baltic Sea 
a little better. We feel honoured to continue 
the work towards our common vision of a 
clean, productive and shared Baltic Sea with 
you.

Olli-Pekka Mäki  Pekka Kansanen 
City of Turku City of Helsinki

TAKING COMMITMENT 
TO ANOTHER LEVEL



The BSC provides a network with expertise 
and power, a framework for internal water 
protection plans and support for creating 
concrete water protection measures - free 
of charge! It organizes international events, 
produces materials, but most importantly 
builds bridges between organisations and 
operational models – private and public, large 
and small. Together the members exchange 

EASY TO JOIN, MUCH TO GAIN
experiences, learn new practices, share good 
examples and get more visibility for their 
work for the Baltic Sea.

The network is easy to join! Discuss Baltic 
Sea in your organization and find out whether 
you share a wish to commit to water protec-
tion and the BSC vision and objectives. Brain-
storm about how you could improve the eco-

logical state of the waters through your own 
work. Choose, at least, one action for protect-
ing the waters that suits your own operations 
and that you can commit to launch within 
one year. Download the BSC commitment 
form from our website, fill it in and submit 
it through our website. Remember to inform 
the members of your organization about the 
commitment - and implement your action! 



MEET THE BALTIC SEA CHALLENGE NETWORK MEMBERS! 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FINNISH ISLANDS 
(FÖSS) IS A BILINGUAL CIVIL ORGANISATION WITH THE 
GOAL OF SECURING THE FUTURE FOR ISLANDERS AND 
IMPROVING THEIR LIVING CONDITIONS.

In Finland there are 179 500 islands, and 54 000 in-
habitants live permanently in the Finnish archipelagos. 
In addition to sea archipelagos there are considerable 
freshwater archipelagos. FÖSS works for a positive re-
gional development within these. This is done through 
various projects and continuous lobbying. 

LIVING THE BALTIC SEA

Most of the FÖSS members live on islands that are on 
the Baltic Sea. Their livelihood is dependent of the sea 
and protecting the sea is a given. Chair Tiina Johansson 
explains: “We are living the Baltic Sea, not loading it.“ 
It was a natural decision for FÖSS to join the Baltic Sea 
Challenge network and commit to continuing their work 
to protect the sea. 

FÖSS gives out concrete information on water protec-
tion: how to create your own compost, how to organize 
your waste in a proper manner, and advice on getting 
a dry toilet, for example. With easy everyday choices in 
your life, while living, fishing or traveling in the archipel-
ago, we can make a difference. 

FÖSS is also part of the Smilegov project. The project 
is built on the idea that cooperation between different 
levels of governance of islands can have a key role in 
reaching the 20-20-20 EU goals in the area of energy and 
climate change. A significant part of the project is ca-
pacity building in order to enable insular communities to 
develop Sustainable Energy Action Plans. 

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.FOSS.FI 

CURONIAN SPIT IS ONE OF THE FIVE NATIONAL PARKS 
 IN LITHUANIA. IT WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1991 TO PROTECT THE 
UNIQUE ECOSYSTEMS OF THE CURONIAN SPIT AND CURONIAN 
LAGOON. THE CURONIAN SPIT IS THE MOST FREQUENTLY 
VISITED PROTECTED AREA IN LITHUANIA, INCLUDED IN THE 

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE LIST IN 2000.

The Curonian Spit National Park is an outstanding place that 
allows visitors to explore and get to know nature, culture and 
traditions in a way that is active and environmentally friendly. 
It is a perfect place for sustainable tourism, leisure and ob-
serving wildlife. Due to its location on the coast, the Baltic Sea 
plays a significant role for the Curonian Spit National Park. 
The protected areas in the park include both land and sea.  

CLEAR WATERS FOR MIGRATORY BIRDS AND LEISURE 

ACTIVITIES

The coastlines along the Curonian Spit Lagoon and Baltic 
Sea are important for migratory and wintering water birds. 
Every year millions of birds fly through the area as the mi-
gration route from the Baltic Sea to the White Sea runs 
through the Curonian Spit. Especially marine litter is caus-
ing harm to birds that get tangled or accidentally swallow lit-
ter. “It is important to protect the Baltic Sea ecosystem not 
only for the animals but also for the people”, says Kornelija 
Jurgutavičiūtė from the Curonian Spit National Park Admin-
istration. “In the summer, many people come to our national 
park for holidays and enjoy sunbathing on the beach. There-
fore, the sea water and beaches should be kept clean, making 
it enjoyable to come back to the Curonian Spit.” In the future, 
one of the Curonian Spit National Park’s objectives is to con-
centrate on educating people and discussing the problems in 
the Baltic Sea with children.

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.NERIJA.LT

The National Association 

of Finnish Islands 
Curonian Spit National Park



MEET THE BALTIC SEA CHALLENGE NETWORK MEMBERS! 

LATVIAN ASSOCIATION “LET’S LIVE GREEN!” WORKS TO 
RAISE AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
OF THE BALTIC SEA AMONG BOTH INDIVIDUALS AND 
LEGAL ENTITIES, AND TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHOICES IN THEIR LIVES, FROM EVERYDAY 
BUSINESS ACTIVITIES TO HOUSEHOLD CLEANING. 

The “Let’s Live Green!” association is established by four 
Latvian companies with the goal to unite entrepreneurs and 
other members of the society for public awareness actions 
focused on saving the Baltic Sea.

CLEANING WITH AN ENVIRONMENTAL TOUCH 

As their Baltic Sea Challenge commitment, “Let’s Live 
Green!” carries out a study on the possibilities of environ-
mentally friendly and cost efficient household cleaning in kin-
dergartens. More than 60 Latvian municipal and private kin-
dergartens have registered in the campaign called “Clean up 
with care for life”. The core of the campaign is to provide the 
staff and parents with valuable and useful information and 
practical guidance on environmentally friendly applications 
of household cleaning methods and products. Within the 
campaign, participants can, for instance, take part in free of 
charge educational workshops prepared by the association.

The campaign will continue until December 2015.  “We be-
lieve that teachers and personnel, children and their parents 
will become more aware of damaging environmental impacts 
from household cleaning chemicals and choose the best 
household cleaning practices“, Agita Bergane-Berge, co-
founder of the association, says. “Other Baltic Sea Challenge 
partners and networkers are welcome to become co-part-
ners for “Let’s Live Green!” initiatives. We are happy to share 
our experience and knowledge in raising the importance of 
the subject across the Baltic Sea Region”, Agita continues.

THE CITY OF TAMPERE IS THE THIRD LARGEST CITY IN FINLAND 
WITH 220 000 INHABITANTS. IT HAS AN AREA OF 690 KM² OUT OF 
WHICH ONE FOURTH IS COVERED BY WATER. ALTHOUGH TAMPERE 
IS AN INLAND CITY, THE WATERS OF THE TAMPERE REGION ARE 

PART OF THE BOTHNIAN SEA CATCHMENT AREA. 

The city of Tampere joined the Baltic Sea Challenge already in 2007. 
By decision of the Mayor, Tampere also updated its commitment for 
the new programme period 2014-2018. “These following four actions 
are just examples of the work Tampere does to protect the waters 
near the city as well as in the Baltic Sea”, explains Eeva Palmolahti. 

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT AND A LAKE NATURE CENTRE

Firstly, Tampere emphasizes storm water strategies. Tampere is a 
growing population centre: it has been predicted that the population 
of the city will grow by 57 000 new inhabitants by 2040. This brings 
new challenges for urban planning, and especially storm water man-
agement. Strategies and management models are continuously im-
proved and updated. Secondly, in order to improve the storm water 
management in practice, and to find most suitable operations, Tam-
pere has introduced new solutions such as wetlands, willow purifica-
tion systems and biofiltration areas.

Thirdly, Tampere wants to bring the local waters closer to the citi-
zens’ everyday life.  Knowledge of the state of the waters, own experi-
ences and a close relationship to the waters will allow citizens to see 
the ecosystem services these waters provide, and in turn motivate 
people to protect them.  To reach this goal Tampere is researching 
possibilities of establishing a lake nature centre. 

Lastly, the city will construct new boat marinas so that the ground 
work for possible facilities for cleaning boat bottoms on land is al-
ready done. This is hoped to encourage entrepreneurs to provide 
washing possibilities and in turn reduce the negative environmental 
impact of leisure boating. 

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.TAMPERE.FI 

Let’s Live Green!
City Of Tampere



ESTONIAN NGO ÖKOKRATT (SHORT NAME 
ECOKRATT) WAS ESTABLISHED IN JANUARY 2003, 
BUT HAS BEEN OPERATING ALREADY SINCE 1999. 
ECOKRATT IS FOUNDED IN ESTONIA, IN THE VILLAGE 
OF KUUSALU. UNDER THE ORGANISATION’S MOTTO 
“ENLIGHTEN YOURSELF”, ECOKRATT AIMS TO 
INCREASE THE ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS 
AND INTRODUCE SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE AMONG 
ESTONIAN POPULATION, ESPECIALLY CHILDREN. 
IN RECENT YEARS, ECOKRATT HAS BEEN FOCUSING 
ON PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND DIFFERENT 
SOCIETAL CHALLENGES. THE ORGANIZATION HAS 
PARTNERS, MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS ALL 

OVER ESTONIA.   

Since 2010 Ecokratt has been developing the Pure 
Water Theme Park (PWTP) in central Estonia, and it 
has been one of the organisation’s biggest success 
stories. The PWTP focuses on the topic of clean wa-
ter. It is the place where you can get answers to nu-
merous questions: how does clean water spring up? 
How does life depend on clean water? How to protect 
the Baltic Sea? PWTP’s active study programs of sus-
tainable development follow the nature studies’ cur-
riculum for comprehensive schools. In addition, the 
PWTP offers 45 kilometres of nature trails. The trail 
has been equipped with information boards and trail 
points with QR-codes that one can use to get extra 
information using a mobile phone. Also the park’s 
forest huts can be used for observing and listening to 
nature as well as for staying overnight. 

In the future, Ecokratt will work with themes like 
water quality monitoring and mobile learning as well 
as with a project called “Environmental Tent”. “We 
are very interested in finding partners and welcome 
new contacts from the Baltic Sea Challenge net-
work,” says Priit Adler from Ecokratt.

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.OKOKRATT.EE

THE SWEDISH MUNICIPALITY OF VÄRMDÖ IS LOCATED IN THE 
CENTRAL PART OF STOCKHOLM’S ARCHIPELAGO, ONLY 30 

MINUTES FROM THE CAPITAL CITY. 

Värmdö has some 40 000 inhabitants living mostly in sprawled 
areas. In the summer, the number of residents increases to about 
100 000 as tourists and people with summer houses arrive. With 
its more than 10 000 islands, islets and 3000 km of coastline the 
municipality truly is an archipelago.

LIVING COAST 

Värmdö municipality started the Living coast programme in 2012 
in the municipality’s bay area together with the foundation Baltic-
Sea2020. The goal is to eliminate eutrophication and restore the 
water quality and fish stocks that were in the bay in the early 1900s.

The Värmdö bay shows many similarities to the Baltic Sea as a 
whole, including the fact that the deeper parts of the bay have oxy-
gen deficiency with very high levels of unfixed nutrients. As a result 
of recent restorations the phosphorus levels in the bay are now 
lower and equivalent to the levels in the middle of the last century.

For Värmdö municipality it’s urgent to tackle the properties with 
poor sewage systems next. About 200 of the 1000 properties lo-
cated around the bay need to improve their sewage systems, both 
to protect the quality of the drinking water and the water quality in 
the bay. Most of the properties that need better sewage systems 
either have their toilet connected to a soakaway or a drainage field, 
or have private disposal of their sewage on the property. However, 
these solutions perform poorly in areas with thin soil layers, and 
leak nutrients. 

The property owners who need to improve their sewage systems 
have been offered free advice and financial assistance.  In view of 
the area’s sensitive nature, also a solution where sewage is carried 
away from the area is needed. In the long run the most sustainable 
solution is to connect as many as possible to the municipal sewage 
system. 

“The coastal municipality of Värmdö has a big interest and con-
cern in its future water environment. In addition to current efforts, 
we will increase environmental monitoring, not only to find out 
sources of loading but also to evaluate the change brought about 
by our measures”, explains Development Director Lars Fladvad. 

MORE INFORMATION: WWW.VARMDO.SE 

NGO Ökokratt
Municipality of Värmdö



NEW ACTORS IN 2014
We are happy to welcome Friends of the Baltic from Russia, Let’s Live 

Green! from Latvia, Municipality of Värmdö and Race for the Baltic 
from Sweden, Ökokratt (Ecokratt) NGO from Estonia and Curonian 

Spit National Park from Lithuania. Warmly welcome also to new 
actors from Finland: SeaBoost Oy, Töyrynummi Primary School, 

Sibbo Navigationssälsskap rf, Cantabile Choir, National Association 
of Finnish Islands and Hiipivä Haamu City Orienteering Competition / 

Ilvesveikot Scout Troop! 

Östersjöutmaningen möter Sverige - 
“The Baltic Sea Challenge meets Sweden”

In August 2014 the Baltic Sea Challenge launched a new project 
called “Östersjöutmaningen möter Sverige”. The project’s objective 
is to build cooperation and increase professional exchange of best 
practices between Finnish and Swedish Baltic Sea actors, and to 

initiate new concrete actions to improve the state of our waters. The 
project aims to demonstrate the Baltic Sea Challenge network and 
model on an international level, as well as to find Swedish partners 
for international cooperation and ease negotiations on joint future 

projects. Project’s kick-off meeting was organized in Stockholm at the 
end of the September together with Zennström Philanthropies and 

four Swedish municipalities. 
“Östersjöutmaningen möter Sverige” project’s duration is 

one year, from August 2014 to August 2015, and it is funded by 
Ålandsbanken (Nature Account Bonus) and the City of Turku. 

www.balticseachallenge.net
CONTACT US!

BALTIC SEA 
CHALLENGE NEWS

MORE 

INFORMATION 

LATER AT: 

SAVE THE DATE: 

BSC EVENTS IN 2015!

19.3.2015 MALMÖ, SWEDEN

26.3.2015 TALLINN, ESTONIA
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