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In 2009 was made the study of the status of 
ecological condition of the coastal waters of the city 
of Tallinn. 
Investigated waterbodies: 

 

 



The result of the study: 



• According to the study, the most significant 
physical factor is decreasing oxygen 
concentration, which causes anoxia and promote 
eutrophication. 

• The inflow of the stormwater, wastetreatment 
plant water, wastewater from shipping, Pirita 
river waters and dust-rich air have certain 
impact on the water transparancy and on the 
oxygen content- nutrients and floating 
substances which are causing phytoplankton, 
are discharged into the sea. 



   The large-scale nutrient over-
enrichment is one of the most 
serious threats against the 
health and future 
perspectives of the whole 
Baltic Sea ecosystem. 



Actions by the City of Tallinn 

1.Prepairing of stormwater handling strategy 
where are clarified following activities: 

1.1 Reducing the pollution load of the stormwater released into the 

sea.  
• Implementation of street cleaning methods, that improve storm 

water quality- cleaning up streets with dry method (Keeping 
sidewalks, roads, parking lots etc clean can help keep our 
waterways clean too. When it rains, trash, dirt, and chemicals 
that have built up on these surface can run into the street and 
eventually the storm drain. Sweeping up these areas instead of 
hosing them down and  put dirt and trash into the garbage, 
instead of into the storm drain.) 



1.2  Minimising oil and oil products in stormwater.  

• Installation of oil filters on stormwater drainage systems of major 
roads and parking lots. 

1.3  Reducing nutrients in stormwater.  

 Building stormwater treatment plants, which reduce the content of 
biogenic elements 

1.4  Creating a taxation system to promote cause-based treatment of 
stormwater, as well as construction and maintenance of stormwater 
systems. 

1.5 Enhance regular cleaning performance of the urban space, streets 
and gullies (particularly in the early spring) in order to reduce 
pollution carried into the environment by stormwater. 

1.6 Developing the concept of snow storage, determination and 
construction of planned storage sites. 



   2.Developing international cooperation 
between all countries bordering the Baltic 
Sea to achieve good environmental status 
for the sea. 



   3.Exploring the impact caused by high-
speed ferries to the coastal sea of Tallinn 
and developing corresponding mitigation 

measures.  



   4.Improving the monitoring of enterprises 
with environmental risk in order to 
prevent pollution incidents. Strengthening 

the monitoring of pollution prevention. 



   5.Motivating owners to join the public 
sewerage system built to connect the 
registered immovables in their possession. 
Minimization of local wastewater 
treatment in the urban space. 



 

Thank You for Your attention! 

 

 
 

 

Stella Shaumyan 

Silver Riige 

Tallinn 

2011 


