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can also have a strong role in environmental 
protection. Many of us live close to the Bal-
tic Sea and have seen the changes during 
last decades. Then why do we not vote on 
issues that concretely affect our everyday 
life, and why protecting the environment we 
otherwise hold so dear isn’t self-evident in 
our every action? Why was the political de-
bate before elections entirely lacking of en-
vironmental aspects?

In order to change your behaviour and the 
choices you make you need facts: knowl-
edge and awareness. Then you need a per-
sonal connection to the issue. Finally, you 
need trust that what you are doing is signifi-
cant and will make a difference. You need 
the feeling to motivate. 

Almost 270 people answered a straw poll 
that the Baltic Sea Challenge organised in 

wE Know ThE BALTIC SEA nEEdS ouR 
hELp BuT MoST oF uS pondER on 
how To TuRn ThIS KnowLEdGE InTo 
SoMEThInG ConCRETE. IT IS ESSEnTIAL 
To CoMMunICATE ThE SIGnIFICAnCE 
oF TAKInG ACTIon And To BACK up ThE 
CITIzEn’S ABILITy To ACT. 

In Finland municipal elections were held 
in October 2012. Only ca. 58% of all the na-
tion’s eligible voters went to the polls, which 
is a poor result, to say the least. Specula-
tion now flows on what led to such meagre 
interest; are people tired of so many elec-
tions or do they just not care? Have they lost 
faith that their opinion makes a difference? 

Municipal issues come very close to a 
citizen, and one would think that having a 
say would thus be important. Municipalities 

July 2012. Nearly 70% of those said that the 
Baltic Sea is in a bad or critical state. Over 
20% felt that the reason for that is outside 
of Finland and that there is little they can do 
for the sea.

Things do not always happen ‘elsewhere’. 
The citizens and actors in each country bor-
dering the Baltic Sea have a responsibility to 
act, and an opportunity to make a difference.

There is still work to be done and this BSC 
newsletter presents excellent examples of 
efforts our partners have made in water 
protection work. We need to keep pushing 
environmental awareness into the next level 
of feeling, motivation, and action. Because if 
you know something but do not act accord-
ingly, what is the knowledge worth for?

Olli-Pekka Mäki  Pekka Kansanen 
City of Turku City of Helsinki

THINK YOU 
KNOW IT ALL?



graphs and statistics. The researchers took 
on the task of communications with enthu-
siasm and produced an impressive amount 
of humorous but highly informative mate-
rial for the general public. In this case using 
social media for communications worked 
very well, and the excursion soon gathered 
a nice group of virtual travellers.

The Baltic Sea Challenge research excur-
sion was organised by the Cities of Helsinki 
and Turku and the Finnish Environment 
Centre. With them on the waves rocked re-
searchers from the University of Turku, Åbo 
Akademi University and Turku University of 
Applied Sciences. University of Helsinki and 
Finnish Environment Centre participated 
in the analysis. High school students from 

MESSAGE FRoM down undER
Turku and neighbouring City of Kaarina vis-
ited the vessel to spice up our researchers’ 
days. 

Samples taken during the excursion are 
now being analysed and results will be pub-
lished next year. At this point it is already, 
unfortunately, safe to say the sediments 
are deprived of oxygen in many places. The 
research group thus keeps relentlessly at 
their work to find out the whys and where-
fores, and is waiting for the possibility hop 
on-board Muikku again!

Salla-Maria Alanen
Coordinator
Baltic Sea Challenge

The objective of the altogether four week 
excursion organized on the Finnish Envi-
ronment Centre’s research vessel Muikku 
(“Vendace”) by the Baltic Sea Challenge and 
its partners was to take a look under the 
waves of the Baltic Sea, and research the 
sediments’ oxygen levels and internal load-
ing of phosphorus in sea areas close to the 
Cities of Helsinki and Turku. Research on 
the organisms living in the sediments was 
also done, as well as on micro garbage and 
toxic substances. 

In addition to conducting academic re-
search, communicating the excursion was 
the adventure’s main objective. This was 
done by almost daily reports online at Fa-
cebook via video blogs, written texts, photo-

MAny ExhILARATInG BuT hARd dAyS on ThE SEA wERE To BE ExpECTEd In AuGuST 2012 whEn ThE RESEARCh VESSEL MuIKKu FIRST 

STARTEd EnGInES In hELSInKI And LATER In TuRKu: ThE BALTIC SEA ChALLEnGE RESEARCh ExCuRSIon wAS ABouT To START. 

Photo: Salla-Maria Alanen Photo: Mirella Kanerva



BALTICSEAnow.InFo 
EnCouRAGES puBLIC 
dISCuSSIon

Web cameras such as the osprey nest web 
camera have clearly been the single most 
appealing element in the BalticSeaNow.info 
portal, as indicated by the visitor statistics 
and the lively discussions. They have proven 
to be effective in raising interest but whether 
this leads to environmental consciousness 
on the state of the Baltic Sea is hard to evalu-
ate.

Besides maintaining a versatile portal with 
web cameras and discussion forums, the 
project has organised dozens of events with 
ca. 40  000 attendants, varying from massive 

Spring is a hectic time at the osprey nest 
and among the osprey fans as the nest-
ing period is about to start. Web camera 
introducing the secrets of the ospreys´ life 
has been a big hit and is part of the Baltic-
SeaNow.info project. The project, funded 
through the EU Central Baltic Interreg IVA 
2007–2013 Programme, aims to enlighten 
the role of individual citizens in the protec-
tion of the Baltic Sea. It is an international 
joint venture between actors from Finland, 
Sweden, Estonia and Latvia, representing 
universities, research institutions, NGOs and 
companies.

ThE ALARMInG STATE oF ThE BALTIC SEA REquIRES ACTIonS AT 

ALL LEVELS. ThE BALTICSEAnow.InFo pRojECT, CooRdInATEd 

By TuRKu unIVERSITy oF AppLIEd SCIEnCES, pRoVoKES ThE 

puBLIC To MAKE A dIFFEREnCE By dEVELopInG ChAnnELS 

FoR puBLIC InVoLVEMEnT. ThE pRojECT ConSISTS oF A wEB 

poRTAL And EVEnTS oRGAnISEd In ThE pARTnER CounTRIES.

fairs to seminars and more intimate discus-
sions e.g. in local pubs. 

The first experiences in public involvement 
indicate that people are willing to participate 
in concrete campaigns, e.g. photo contests 
or water quality measurements, referring 
that awareness raising is not enough: also 
meaningful ways for more concrete involve-
ment has to be developed and introduced.

Martti Komulainen
Project Manager
Turku University of Applied Sciences
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BALTIC SEA In ChAnGES
In ThE FRAME oF ThE InTERnATIonAL 

pRojECT “BALTIC SEA ChALLEnGE – CIT-

IES FoR ThE hEALThIER SEA” REC ESTonIA 

oRGAnISEd An EnVIRonMEnTAL KnowL-

EdGE phoTo CoMpETITIon “ThE BALTIC 

SEA In ChAnGES”, whICh STARTEd on 

22 oF MARCh In 2011, ThE woRLd wATER 

dAy. ThE CoMpETITIon wAS FoCuSEd on 

younG pEopLE AT ThE AGE oF 16-18 FRoM 

ESTonIA, LATVIA, And FInLAnd. 

The task for the participants was to take a 
series of 5 photos on the coast or in the wa-
tershed of the Baltic Sea. The photo series 
were accompanied by a text, describing Bal-
tic Sea related changes at the chosen loca-
tion, such as the arrival of spring, changes 
caused by economic activities, flood, etc. 
The participants were encouraged to dis-
cuss: What was the change or process, 

which took place during the observation 
period? How does the described change in-
fluence the Baltic Sea? How does the Bal-
tic Sea influence the observed place? Does 
the described process entail any dangers or 
risks for the Baltic Sea? What will the de-
scribed spot look like after 20 years? 

The main assessment criterion was the 
ability of the participants to note the chang-
es related to the Baltic Sea: perception of 
changes, environmental protection aspects, 
potential risks and dangers to the Baltic Sea 
at the chosen spot, etc.

The best team of each country was invited 
to a workshop “Art and the Environment”, 
held in Estonia in August 2011. Like the 
competition, the gathering focused on pho-
tography. The workshop took place at a little 
Aegna island in a beautiful nature and pure 
environment. The positive emotions received 

from beauty of nature inspired the partici-
pants to care about the nature and promote 
responsible use of nature resources.

It was nice to meet enthusiasm and posi-
tive approach of the schools, students and 
teachers: 22 groups with 57 members 
participated. The young people expressed 
freely their thoughts and concern regarding 
the state of the Baltic Sea, also readiness to 
take actions for protection.

According to our experience photography 
is a powerful educational tool, and focusing 
on the beauty of the nature in order to pro-
mote positive emotions leads to motivation 
of environmental awareness and action.

Sirly Raavel
Project Coordinator
REC Estonia
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Rotarians 
for the 
Baltic Sea

IT TAKES A BALTIC SEA VILLAGE

In MARCh 2012 ThE FInnISh RoTARIAnS 

AnnounCEd ThEIR joInT BALTIC SEA AC-

TIon pLAn. ThE GoAL IS ThAT wIThIn ThE 

FoLLowInG FouR yEARS ALL 12 000 Ro-

TARIAnS In FInLAnd wILL BE ABLE To REC-

oGnISE LoCAL SouRCES oF dIFFuSE LoAd-

InG And TAKE ACTIon To REduCE ThEIR 

EFFECT on wATER BodIES. 

Rotary’s main objective is service - in the 
community, in the workplace, and around 
the globe. There are 70 000 Rotarians in the 
Baltic Sea region alone, dedicated to the 
ideal of ‘Service Above Self’.

Baltic Sea and water protection work en-
tered the Finnish Rotary agenda in 2007 and 
during the last few years many concrete 
ideas have come to realisation. Districts 
have designated Baltic Sea Coordinators 
and clubs Baltic Sea Ambassadors. Many 
clubs have realised concrete projects: fi-
nanced and organised purchases of sep-
tic tanks, financed and built systems to 
streams in farmed lands to stop nutrient 
flows, organised benefit concerts and semi-
nars, and taken an active role in the Rotar-
ian Baltic Sea Network. 

With their resolve and networks the Finn-
ish Rotarians hope to offer an impressive 
support to the Baltic Sea work and look for-
ward to international cooperation. 

Hannele Kauranne
Helsinki Finlandia Hall Rotary Club

Raimo Vahanto
Raumanmeri Rotary Club

ThE CoASTAL Town oF poRI And ThE Suo-

MIAREEnA EVEnT wELCoMEd ThE BALTIC 

SEA VILLAGE In BEAMInG SunShInE In 

juLy 2012. ThE VILLAGE wAS FoRMEd By 

SEVEn BALTIC SEA ACToRS, InCLudInG ThE 

BALTIC SEA ChALLEnGE, who wERE ThERE 

To AwAKEn ThE pEopLE To AppRECIATE 

ouR pRECIouS SEA, And To SpREAd ThE 

poSITIVE MESSAGE oF wATER pRoTECTIon. 

SuomiAreena (“FinlandArena”) is an an-
nual open discussion forum held in the cen-
tre of the Finnish west coast town of Pori. 
The event gathers hundreds of politicians, 
NGOs and associations, and a huge num-
ber of the general public. The discussions 
and seminars are televised, and from the 
stands on the streets the visitor can find 
answers to nearly all societal questions. 

In 2012 the Baltic Sea Challenge togeth-
er with six other Finnish Baltic Sea actors 
joined the event and formed a “Baltic Sea 
village” with four large tents placed next to 
one another, offering a wide variety of infor-
mation of our sea. 

The Baltic Sea Challenge tent offered 
something for everyone. An aquarium with 
small creatures of the Baltic Sea drew a lot 

of attention. Some algae and clams were 
also presented. For adults there was a 
straw poll, where they answered to ques-
tions of the state of the Baltic Sea and the 
factors causing it. Hundreds of people par-
ticipated. People were also asked to name 
an organization that they wanted chal-
lenged for the protection of the sea. 

While adults took part in the poll the chil-
dren were led to the drawing corner to draw 
something that they would do to save the 
sea. They drew on water drop shaped pa-
pers and attached them on a net hanging on 
the back of the tent. At the end of the event 
the net was full of children’s colourful pic-
tures of ideas how to save the Baltic Sea.

The event was a success. The people vis-
iting the Baltic Sea village were not only 
interested but also aware of the challenges 
facing our sea. They were responsive and 
genuinely interested to learn what they as 
individuals can do to protect our sea. After 
many leaflets handed out, tens of good dis-
cussions had, it was obvious that it really 
takes a village to save our sea - and that 
the Baltic Sea village has already begun to 
form. 

Akseli Jouttenus
Trainee
Centrum Balticum 
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NEW ACTORS 

We are delighted to welcome Arkipelagia Association, Aritsol oy, REC 
Estonia, Latvijas pašvaldību savienība LALRG, Eesti Regionaalse ja Kohaliku 

Arengu Sihtasutus ERKAS, Toivon Tila Farm, Rotary Clubs Katajanokka, 
Raumanmeri, herttoniemi and Ekenäs, helsinki pRIdE 2012, The Central 
union of Agricultural producers and Forest owners MTK, Boatlift Finland 

oy, Miacis Royale, MR-Boating, Kuldiga municipality, The Tall Ships 
Races helsinki 2013, Conecta International oy and Rescue and Fun R.A.F 

hovercraft oy to the Baltic Sea Challenge!

NEW PROJECT 

Our new project Citywater (Benchmarking water protection in cities) starts in 
the end of 2012! The aim of this project is to promote and initiate significant 
and cost effective concrete actions in cities and municipalities in the Baltic 

Sea region in order to improve the state of the coastal waters. Another goal is 
to share good practices and to ensure continuity of local Baltic Sea action by 

increasing communication and awareness of the state of the sea. 

Partners in the 3-year Citywater project are the cities of Helsinki, Turku and 
Tallinn, and the University of Tallinn. The project is financed by European 

Commission Life+ Environment Policy and Governance Programme and the 
Finnish Ministry of the Environment during 1.10.2012-30.9.2015. 

www.balticseachallenge.net
CONTACT US! Challenge others!

BALTIC SEA 
CHALLENGE NEWS




